Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures CHN 631C, Fall 2020
University of Hawai‘i at Mdnoa

CHN 631C: HISTORY OF CHINESE SYNTAX

Thursday, 9:30-12:00
August 24-Decemeber 18, 2020

Join Zoom Meeting
https://hawaii.zoom.us/j/98174494191
Meeting ID: 981 7449 4191
Passcode: 239568

Instructor: Song Jiang, sjiang@hawaii.edu, 956-2087
Office: Lincoln Annex 2, Room 7
Office hours: online by email appointment

Course Description

This course outlines the history of Chinese syntax with focus on the historical
development and syntactic characteristics of classical Chinese across three periods: Old Chinese
(L shang4gu3), Middle Chinese (¥ # zhonglguo3) and Old & Middle Mandarin (ZZ4X
jin4dai4). Course topics include: typological characteristics, word order, noun phrases and
nominalization, topicalization, pronouns, numerals, verbal predicates, prepositional
constructions (including disposal, passive), conjunctions, complements, negative, and major
sentence elements and structures, including: serial verbs, ditransitive constructions, etc.

In this course, students will develop a general understanding of the major structures of
Classical Chinese and be knowledgeable of research and publication in the field through reading
required textbooks and additional research papers. Students will contribute extensively to class
sessions, in the form of discussions, presentations, and workshops. Students will also complete
a research paper in association with development of Chinese syntax utilizing classical Chinese
data.

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, you should:

e Develop an informed and personally relevant understanding of historical development of
Chinese syntax and its characteristics in the old and middle Chinese periods, that allows
you to make connections between Modern Chinese syntactical attributes and their
predecessors in different developmental stages;

e Be familiar with the major theories, methods, findings, and challenges in the field of
Classical Chinese studies;



e Develop your ability to read scholarly or research papers on Classical Chinese written in

both English and Chinese meaningfully;

e Develop an ability to describe and analyze Modern Chinese and Classical Chinese in a

contrastive and systematic way;

e Be familiar with Classical Chinese language resources and be able to collect and make use

of the Classical Chinese data in your relevant research;

e Successfully plan, conduct and report on a research project that explores a relevant topic

on Classical Chinese of your choice.

Prerequisites

CHN 452, LING 421, or an undergrad introduction to linguistics and upper division or graduate
status, or instructor consent.

Requirements

Students enrolled for full credit will be expected to complete three homework assignments and
a research paper, to present one reading to the class, and to participate in class meetings. All
assignments are to be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due.

Reading presentations: students will select readings from textbook chapters and published
research papers at the beginning of the term to present. The reading presentation should
include these followings:

»  Summary of the research

»  Outline of the structure and organization

> Comments and critiques

> Class discussion questions

»  Additional resources and related research
Participation: All enrolled students are expected to attend and participate in every class
meeting, having read assigned readings for that meeting. For each reading, students should
write down one or two questions or points of confusion that they would like addressed in
class.
Research project: a novel piece of independent research on any topic related to the course,
negotiated beforehand with me. A term paper proposal will be submitted about halfway
through the semester.

Reading Materials

Required textbooks

Sun, Xixin #4513, 1992. i£3& B ¥ 355 %9&. Hanyu lishi yufa yaolue. Shanghai: Fudan
University Press.
Wang, Li £ 77.2005. i£3535 % .. Hanyu yufa shi. Beijing: Commercial Press.



Reference textbooks
Cao, Guangshun & & JIg; Yu, Hsiao-Jung i& % %. 2019. Language contact and change in
Chinese. Berlin; Boston: De Gruyter Mouton
Edwin G. Pulleyblank. 2000. Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar. Vancouver:
University of British Columbia Press.
Wang, Li £ 77.1958. i£3& ¥ 45 Hanyu shigao. Beijing: Kexue Chubanshe.

Supplementary readings
Additional readings will be available at the course website at http://laulima.hawaii.edu

Grading policy

Grades are assigned according to the following distribution:

Term paper proposal 10%
Term paper 40%
Reading presentation 30%

Class discussion and participation 20%
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