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This course introduces the fundamental vocabulary, commonly seen structures, and
grammars in classical Chinese texts, known as 35 3 ‘Literary Chinese’, focusing primarily
from Pre-Qin till Tang Dynasty. Through reading authentic literature ranging from a variety of
literary genres and historical periods, this course is aimed at helping students to comprehend
short texts about proverbs, philosophical writings, and famous stories, lay basic foundations, and
cultivate their appreciations of ancient classical literature.

Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will
1. Dbe able to understand the basic vocabulary meanings in classical Chinese, and distinguish
meanings of common vocabulary in various contexts;
2. be able to recognize various sentence structures and grammatical relationship among
words in classical Chinese texts;

demonstrate ability of comprehending classic texts with basic knowledge gained;

4. be able to associate the semantic meanings of classical expressions and their
representations in modern Chinese, or another East Asian language, e.g. Japanese, or
Korean;

5. be prepared for studying higher level classical Chinese.
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In addition, the following EALL departmental SLOs apply, at least in part, to this course:

1. [SLO5: RESEARCH] Conduct independent research on topics in Chinese literature and/or
linguistics, and effectively communicate the results.

2. [SLO6: LINGUISTICS] Demonstrate an understanding of phonology, morphology,
syntax, and semantics through analysis of words, phrases, and clauses from authentic
Chinese samples.

3. [SLO7: LITERATURE] Identify and describe major authors, works, features, forms, and
styles of Chinese literature, both archaic and classical
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4. [SLO9: LITERATURE] Situate and evaluate Chinese literature in its social, historical,
intellectual, and religious contexts.

2 H1 k| Texts and materials

Texts and readings are selected mainly from (i@ag) « &) « CGHETFY « (&
) CGHTFY . Gl o GEIETY o BRBIK) . GERTT) L EE. Fa. (R
ALY , and some are from Language of the Dragon, ed. by G. Chinang, Vol.1. Boston, MA:

Cheng & Tsui Company. Specifically, these followings texts will be covered:
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Grading
1. Preparation and attendancCe .........ccccovceeieiiieis cevveere e 20%
2. Homework and assignmentS ........ .cccovvereiinineieneneieeeseseeesenes 20%
3. Participation and diSCUSSIONS ........ccceet verrieerieneenieeie e see e 10%
A UNTEEESTS. ..o ettt bt 15%
5. Presentation (Details in Laulima)®..........ccccccovvveviiiniineies evveiiennnns 15%
B. FINAl BXAM oo e e 20%
AR AR 90-100% = A: 80-89% =B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% =D;0-59% =F



